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1 was de-mobbed from H,M., Porces in Barly December, 1919, after
serving with the Royal Garrison Artillery for 3% years ang spent 3% of those
years 1in Mesopotamia and there was quite a lot of unemployment with queues at
the Labour Emchanges. After a few days abt home with my Mother who saw me for
the first time since I joined the Acmy, I decided to Join the Police Force and
I went to the Police Station in Frederick Street of my native town of Rotherhem
t0 try my luck, although at that time I lived about 90 yards outside the Borough
Boundary at Cauklow. In those days there was no Inguiry Office so I walked
into the Charge Office and asked the Sergeant there on duty if there were any
vacancles and was passed on to Inspector Butlet who at that time was the Chief
Glekk, whilst his Fether, Mr. G.H. Butler was Chief Comstable of 2 neighbouring

Force at Bamsley.

At the time I wag still wearing my Army Uniform with the rank of
Sergeant ang after answering a few questions,l wag asked to undergo an Education-
al Teal of Arithmetic and Dictation. on completion of which the Inspector read
through them an; then asked me if I woulg }ike to join his Pather's Force at near
by Barnsley, but I told him I hed to help my Widowed Mother and preferred to stay
at home rather thén, having to live away in lodgings. However he promised me
quick promota#ions if I would Join the Bearnsley Force bub when I again insisted
that T did not wish to do so he took me into the Chief Constable's Office for
in‘ser*;fiew with the Chief Comstahle, Mr. L. Weatherhogg who was accompsenied by
the Chealrmen of the then Wabch Committee Aldermen George Clarke.

After the interview the Inspector was asked $0 send me for examination
to the Police Surgeom, Dr. W. Barr, whose office was across the road: I was
=Erexzms accompanied by a Constable who took the Police Surgeon's Book. with my
name entered therein for the Doctor tognter his remarks after the Examinabion
and 10 say whether or not I was fit to joim Tthe Force. We returned to the
Police Sbation where Inspector Butler made arramgements for mez t0 be lssued
with Uniform the following morning. I wag there issued with Two Overcoats,

Four Tunics, four pairs of Tprousers, Two Capes and the usual accoutrements of

a Whistle, Truncheon and Handcuffs, two Belts any am Oil Lemp and Two Helmebs.
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I was then told to report for dutyss9.30pm on the night of the 19th

of December ready for Night Duty. They had no Police Vehicles for Transport
Duty and my younger Brother Tom, helped me %o carry the Clothing to College Squar
where we boarded a tramcar for Canklow which stopped at our doox. Som. on
Friday, the 19th December, 1919, I left home dressed as a Police Comstable with.
Supper Sandwiches and Maghings of Tea, Sugar ang Milk for the early morning Tea
Breake. Canteens were then unheard of amd we dined in the Cellar Kitchen sat on
a Wooden Form ang eabting off a lomg uncovered Wooden Table. The only thing the
Police Authority provided for you was Boiling Water to make your Tea or Cocoa.
You were allowed TWENTY MINUTES for your Meal Bresk whichever Tour of Duty you
were on and if you wasn't back in the Parade Room when the Twenty Minutes ended
the Sergeant used to call for you to come up without delgy.

You them went any put yourself right om your Beat and Cearried on wntil
it was time for you to return to Heaflquarters prior to dismissal. Vhen I first
reackied the Police Station I wag told that I should accompamy P.C. 43 Gramtham on
the top loorgate Beabt which commenced ab Remeville Road ang e:f.fended to about 60
yards beyond Oskwood Road which was the Boundary. Shewing Recrvits round Beabs
did not meet with the spproval of Long Servinmg Constables as they had to shew you
all the nooks and crannies as well as everything else which you shoulg be aware of
or the Beat. Prior to leaving the Police Statiom you haf to fall in ang produce
your Truncheon amd Hangeuffs and turn around the shutter on your oil lamp so thab
the Inspector knew that part was in order: he also read out to you items from othex
Forces of any 3pecial Robberies and particulars from the Occurrence Book whereln.
some attemtion required giving to prevent further compleints. A Sergeant then
fell in at the end of the Single Line and you marched out into the street as far
as College Square vwhere the Sergeeant called to gov'Fall Out'. On the way you

where
fell out antomaticelly iy your Beat was near/(you wiere passing |

You then took charge of your Beat having first made a note of any

Unoccupied Property so that you could pay them specieal attention. 3ome Beats

were varied from H&alf Hour to Two Hours, although Outside Beabs were normally Fouxr

Hours. You were visited at verying intervals by elther a Sergeant or Inspector



m
to whom you passed on any inforabtion which had reached you for further atbtention

and they hooked you at a time and place which all three entered in their hooks.
411 hooks were left ab Headquarters at varying times 0 be checked and seen that
they were bheing properly kept. In those dgys you had to make notes and submit
reports shewing migsing stop tap lids, potholes on both roads ang footpaths, over
heanging trees on the footpaths, lLoose or missing Street Hame Plates ang Fire
Eydrant Plates, Persons using Hosepipes for Gardens, Lost amd Found Property,
coples of vmch were made and forwarded to the Borough Engineer's Dept for att-
ention. In sddition to Offence Revorts, street accidents had to be repfoted
in full and if elther griver was thought to be found Guilty of any offemce you ha
to obtain statements to go along with your offence report. If you arrested
anyone and the Charge was accepted and the prisoner was not Bailed Out, you had
to atteng the Justices' (Clerks Office to lay am information against the Accused
ang abveng Court the following morming until the Case had been disposed of.

You were allowed Two Hours off duty for attemding Qourt irrespective whether you
were there one hour or up to six or eight hours.

Insecurity Reports had also t0 be sumitted in respect of any premises
found insecure and the entrances had to be marked eand the Owmer notified so that
he could come to the premises amd satisfy you that everything was in order and
secure the PfemiseS. Crime Reports had also to be submitted shewing the offence
a full description of whatever was stolem with any identification merks thereon
maq the value of the property so takenm together with a description of any person
seen near the premises earlier. In dealing with such things you had to be very
careful not to hendle anything which might be useful for Finger Printing{end
tracing the offender. When a serious outbreak of Crime occurred, when you
pebired from duty you had to change into civilian clothes and teke up a position

most likely .
where the next break in a:."ould,/"cake place: this generslly took up anofher four

hours of your time but you neither got time of

£

£ mor payment for this duty. It

wag !'Doing yourbit 'to try and bring the offenders to book.
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On Christmas Eve I was heing shewn Doncagber Road Beat with P.C. 68 Booth
and ebout 12.50em a POlice Whistle was beling blown in the not too digtentt angd we
daghed down Doncagter Road but at the bottom was a four section road adgwe dig
not know from which one the whistle had come from: wéy asked several péople who
were on their way home from parties but no one could tell us which way the whistle
had come from. However another blast was blown ang we found it to come from
Wellgate just. beyong Old Hill and when we reached there we saw a heap of people on
the floor, amongst whom was the Constable 18 Miles. We sorted them out and foum
it was a case of Drunk. amy Digorderly any Assaplt om Police so we took. them akl to
Charge Office.

Ab that time Alderman Brooke who was a Director of 4. Davy & BONs Ltd.

. Pork Pi . . o .
.WW;Z—A c to be cut up in sufficient pieces

for men on Hight Duty ang this was placed on one end of the Charge Office Counter.

Provigion Merchants, sent a large

As the prisoners had beenm hooked im ang their property recorded, tyo op them had

a Bowel Motion end what with the smell of the Beer and Excreta it almost turned
stomachgs over: the stench was horrific. Vhen the prigohers had beem placed in
the cells the Ingpector told us we might as well have our Supper now ang 1f amyone
dign!'t meeq rezﬁinding about the Pork Pie he told us there was a piece for each man.
How very mice but none was teken in case 1t had been infected by the stench still
available. Throughout my 25 years service I never heard enother police whistle
sounnded .

In spite of all these happenings however different things happened ab.
times and we thorough’é} enjoyed having a good langhk over them. One of our
Inspectors named Jack H_arrison%.vas of the Rough Type{but if everz,f'ym founnd you inm
a Rough House he would see you dida't get hurt: he had a huge pair of hands and
a fist as good as any Boxer ever had =nd he knew h## to use it. Although he was
en Uncut Diamond he was a Pollceman evez?one looked up to even if he had been in
conflict with them. When he was walking he struck the footpath first with
his heels and in the middle of the might you could hear him from thirty yards away.
One night I was on quty in Hollowgabe mear to the Twitchells ang I heard him coming

Hol Lowgat

Vhen he got to the bottom of F he hit

down Wellgabe so walted for him.
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his stick on the footpabth ang I flashed a libght to him amg he shouted YEverything
all right Higgitt" ang I replied"4ll right dir" so he shouted "Iéﬁf- book. thee tyeni
minutes Twitchel;s" and off he went down Wellgate into the centre of the Towm.

On. another occasionr when he was on Night Duty he was reading from the Occurrence
Book and sald, "Donkey Lost", then went on to give the person's name ang Addﬁess
and then discovered it Was a Doorkey which was lost ang he simg sald "I thousght it
was d%}’ied funny losing a Donkey, so we &all had a good smile. On enother occasior
on. Armistice Day he was oz quty end detalling Officers to differing posts and then
finally said "Drew who carried no 7%, thee go to Cenopath ang I'll see thee there"
and L wmever heé;%i him once say Cenotaph, it was alwgys Cenopath to him.

One day I was on Point Duty at the bottom of ship Hill when I was
visited by Inspector Northrop who asked me if I had seen a Kotice on the Board in
the Parade Room to the effect that there was a vacancy for a Clerk in the Charge
Office angy advantage would be given to anyome who could do Shorthang Typing. I
ceig T hadn't and‘/ffasked if T was going to spply. I told him I hedn't done any
Shorthand or Typewriting since I was at Alma Road Night School when I won First
Prize in Commercial B 3ubjects which included Shodthand, but he advised me to apply
After giving it some thought I submitted an application and fouad that P.C.55 Smith

was also an applicant ang we were called to the Office for a test in which T was

successful, so I became a Part Time member of the Clerical Staff. My Chief
Ad ams
Constable was very friendly with ir. ¥eldospChief Congtable of nearby Doncagter

and we did use it as a change over from one Force to another if a really good
Constable came unstuck through his liking for beer and we transferred 25 McNamara

to Doncagter and took in exchange 72 Flynn who leter was appointed Warrvent and

Goroner's Officer with the ramk of Sergeamt. We laber learned that McNanara had
heen di:qmissed from Doncaster, apparently for being Thirsty. Mnother move came

to light when Richard Thompson whose Father was I believe a Superintendent in. the
Lantaster Borough Force and his elder Brother a higher post in some other Lencashiz
Force applied for a post in the Doncagber Force ang as Mr Adaws hed no vacancy

he passed him on to #fr. Weatherhogg at Rotherham.
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Golng beck to Inspector Harrison st the time wes College Square

was used Gatherings of all xinds, during the 1526 Strike stones wepe being

thrown abt the Police and one struck the Chief Constable ang the Inspector said
"Yourte not stanging that ang Truncheons were drawae eng ia less time theam it
takes t0 put it on paper the Square was empty. In other cases where persons
used it for 'Public Heetings' I know Det. Sgb Emsley arrested at least one man
ary he weas charged with Sedifion ang sent fop Trial. Une week I wag working
10 to 2 and 6 to 1Opm in the Office eny as I walked to the office from hbme I
saw P,C. 20 Watson standing abt the hottom of Warden Street in civilsfian clothes:
he lived at the hottom of the next street Castle Avenue ang when I reached him

agked him why he wasn't in bed as he was on Hight Duty but he toly me the Co-op

Stores behind him had been broken inp guring the night. When I asked him how
they had got in he pointed to a broken window ang said "There". A widow who

lived nsxt door to the Stores and slept in a rdom near the broken window must
have heard the plabe glass broken sng would know who it was butbt he sald she had
told him she hadn't heard anything, so I sald "I don't believe her'. Howevexr
during the aﬁternéon P.G.52 Trollope was coveriag thé Beat ang when this Widow
saw him she signalled him across and told him the three youths who had done the
joh ang she had seen it all. This goes to show how some people will spill the
beans to ome Consteble and not to another. 30 Trollope hoarded a tramcar ang
divulgeg the informefion to 3Sgt Emsley and they went any arrested all three ang
brought them in any charged them. Going bvack to Inspector Harrison, he was
in his office whem P.C. 31 Littlefair told him that whilst he had been having
supper. the shop abt the corner of Greasborough Road and Bertha Street had beem
brokeﬁ;qé%d he had been tipped off that the Laycock Brothers who lived mear to
the shop kad gome the job. The Inspector took Littlefalr with him first to

the shilp and then round to the Laycock's home where he knocked on the door and

walked inm. The Laycocks were no 'Walk Overs' amg had convictions for Wounding,
Bodily
Grievous/Harm, Assanlt om Police in addition to other Crimes. When they got

into the House the Laycocks' wanted to know whabt the Bloody Hell he wanted ab

thet time of night so lr. Herrisom told them i1t was in connection with the shop
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and they could either come quietly or have a bloody rough house to start with
but they agreed they had done the Jjob and came into Headquarters quietly, were
charged and placed in the cedls to appear in Court later the same morning.
Greasborough Road amd Districtwas a well known trouble spot for the Police and
as in some other tough spots the police were coupled up from 8 to 10pm each
Fridgy to Sunday. I well remember Jimmy Owen from Primrose Hill, whose Son
later hecame g Member of the Watch Cdr'a:i.ttee and I believe later was Chalrman,
brought into the Charge Ofiice one Saburday Hight by P.C. 71 Clark with blood
streaming from bhoth their faces ndnd Owen's shirt torn ang hanging over him.
On znother occagsiom P.C. 19 Kerin hrought amother of the CGreashorough Road Lads
with Blood flowing from both of them: this was the usual Jaturday ¥Night Fracas
where Truncheons had to Dbe used. We were all sorry when Inspector Harrison
came 0 rebtire and went to keep a Public House in the Doncagter Area. ('I‘horne).
Reverting now 10 the Chief Comsbable of Doncagter's talle to our own
Chief about Ricliard Thompson's application to joim the Force when he came it was
obvious that he suffered from an injury to his left elbow in as much that arm
swang easily ang he genmerally carried it behind his back ang after the Police
Surgeon! s Examination he was "Passed Fit for Clerical Duties Only2 30 he
Jolned ﬁs in the carly 192Bs , wore police uniform and very fortunately forhim

he never ren into amy trouble: how he would have fared if he hed no one cen say

becanse he couldn't 1ift o bucket of cosk with his left arp. However a good
Fabther is worth a lot. I was engaged to a Hurse abt Alma Road Hospital but

before I could marry her I had to submit a report givimg her Occupation, Age,
Tull name ang Address end these particulars were sent to the Chief Constable of
the District where the Lady lived end asked o heave Discreet Enquiries w=t®
 ghe o o .
mede t0 see ifswas a suitable pereon to become the wife of a Policemen. This
was the general practice in all ceses ang when the result of enguiries were sent

your report was either marked Approved or Otherwise. How we had P.C. Thompson

in the Office I did four hours Mounted Duty and the second four hours in the

office, the times varying. Although the Force was represented both in the
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Sheffield Police League for Football and Cricket, we were not allowed Time

Off to pley and you had to change Shifts with another Constable if you wanted

Yoo

to play in a match: nelther were allowed to have a snack. before your tour of

4

duty expired so you ate your sandwiches on hoard the Coach teking you to the
Ground. One Jaturday morning in bthe labe 1920s I was om Charge Office Duty

from 10 to 2 and 6 to 1lOpm and when I entered the Office I saw P.C. Thompson
wearing a Tunic with Three Stripes on the Arm and I went up %o him ang asked
him if he knew he was wearing the Sergeant's Tunic btut I was soom t0 legarn that
at a meegting of the Watch Committee the night previous he had bheen appointed
Acting Sergeant. This was a blow which was a vit hard to take Tt the

] O{/«w

Chief Constable sent for me ang healf apologised/what had occurred tut promised
I should not long he overlooked. He kept his word and I was similarly

éppointed .

The next move came when Thompson wag transferred to the C.I.D.

L]

and his first case was in conunection with a charge of Larceny and the offenge
had left her name ang address so Thompson went with a Female as Escort to
bring the prisemer back to Rotherham, she having been arrested in enother
Police irea following Thompson's informsbtion and for clearing up that crime
Thompson was congratulated -and entered om his Persomal. Record. 30 we could
see the way things were going. Det. S5gt Franzcis Shore was appointed
Detective Imspector and Thompson was promoted to Det. Sgtb. There was plenty
of gossip over these moves and Detective Offiwer 42 Allen Holmes who was & most
efficient Officer was not prepared to take this kind of medicine and soon

licked over the traces and evembually resigned from the Force ang went to keep
a public house. T married on the 19th July, 1923 and shortly afterwards

went to liv, in rooms behind a Confectionagr's shop ab the Eunc'cion of Wharncliffe
ang Frederick 3treets: however our stay there was a very short one as we found

the place alive with Bugs and we stood what furniture we had in ting of

sreifin end within a few days we had moved to the Fire Station in part of a

R

large house which was only pertly inhabited by P.C. 22 Bawsey ang hig Wife.
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Shortly afterwards P.79 Hulley resigned and I took his place as an
auxiliary Piremean and moved into a four roomed house asross the road. In
spite of belng a Firemen there was nmo Bath 0, Bathroom in the house ang after
abttending a fire you had to bring the old fasloned bath. ingide, heat the walter in
paas ang kebttles and bath on the hearth in front of the fire and when in laber
years I resigned from the Fire Brigade there were still wo Bathg in the houses.

One morming we received & call to Walker's Blacking ¥ill at Carhouse
ang after gétting the fire under comtrol you could! % see yourself out only the
others an; we were all as Black as Black could be. On the way back to the
Fire 3tation we were driven all round the centre of the Town to let people see
what a dirty lot of firemen we were.l léave you to guess whabt it was like
stending anud sitting in a bath in fronft of the fire trying to get rig of the
bl acking. I was alweys tanzht by my Father that whatever post I ungertook
I did the job and never left anywhére but what I could he teken back had the
rjleed ariscrt. He also told us of a Policeman arresting a horse drasm cabby
for belug drunk in charge of a horse and cab and the cabbie told the Coungtable
to get imside ang he woukd drive him to the Stabion, which he did ang on arrival
at the Station he was Chargeg with beilng drunk in charge of a horse and cab.
However wnen he appeared before the Justices he admitted that the Constable who
arrested him sab inside the cab abd he dqrovex him to the Station without eilther
accldent or complaint and the charge was dismissed. This information ceme in
very useful to me when I wag on point quty at the ftop of High Street on a
Monday which was a Market Doy when a mapn with a lovely high stepping horse and
trap signalled theat he was going straight on ang I gave him the Al Clear Signal
but as he passed I was certain the man was drunk. shortly afterwards he passed
me once more and I was confident he was drunk and still anobther time he passed
me, gave a correct signal ad went. But the next time he approached me he
signalled to turn right v.fhich he did and stopped outside the Crown Hotsl tut
made his first mistake. He got out of the trap and could herdly stand on his

feet and there was my opportunity which I selzed and took him into custody for

being Drunk in Charge of a Horse aad Trap.



He got bhack into his trap and sat in the driving seat tut when I asked
him to move over and give me the reips he refused ang I had to lead him. P.C. 3
Belhamy was on point guty at the bottom of Ship Hill and came to see if I wanted
any help: just then the driver, a Mr. Appleyard irom Ravenfield them said 'Dom't
bloodywell show me up like this, here's the reinsf and he handed them over to me.
But didn't that horse know he had ,got"a different driver ang it was more tham a
great relief when K steered him into the Police Yard and tied him up. I took
the prigomer into the Police Office amd charged him with Being drunk in charge
of a Horse and Trap in koorgate 3Street but for reason I was never to find out
he wasn't booked in and they sent for the Superintendent, Mr. Owen Green, who
lived in Broom Grove and after his arrival the prigoner was booked. In the
Walting Period however he sald to me "Fifty One if ever I see you on Ravenfielg

Common, I'}} shoot you stone bloody dead, so I told him I shouldn't be going

there. I later ascerbainsg that he was a relative of tir. Bradford, a 3olicitor
ang Coroner. Ir Appleyard was bailed out hy a relative ang did not appear

in Court the following morning aad his Solicitop expressed his apologies for
his absence ang the case was dealt with in his absence with a fine of Forty
Shillings, the maximum abt that time. Coming mow to other points, we had two
members from London transfer to us, one named Fryers from the Metropolitan

and the other named Barkby from the City of London who was sald to he a relative
of g Councillor om our Watch Committee.Sergeant 7 Jobson had been carrying oub
the gquties of Hight Clerlﬂif"ergeent for a long time but was eventuallimoved to
Street Patrol ang 3gb 10 Harry Holmes took over his position. One afternoon
3gt Johson hed P.C. Pryers in his charge and when he met him he sz2id to him,

" /haven'3 seen you before, what is your name Fryer or Fryers" t0 which Fryers
replied "In the plursl Sergesnt" but he got a different reply from the Sergeat

who simply seld "Arsechole" @ng booked him in as he went into tes. Then we had

P?C.19 Kerin who lodged in Cambridge Steet when one night he walked into the
W‘/éd
Parade Room in Cearpet 3lippers for night dutby: hisqcOndition and he was told
LS
to g0 back to his lodgings andsput on a misconduct form. Then one night I wa

working Clifton RBeabt end 25 licKamars whom I have already mentioned was covering



Doncaster Road Beab and on the odd hours we shoulg have met across the road

+

from each other. Whemn }McHemara paraded it was obvious thet he was drunk as

he couldn't stand still ang as Inspector Helsonm was in charge I was more than
surprised—'tha“t he wamm't sent home straightaway. However he marched out with
but HMac couldnl walk straight ang he gidn't appear at the top of Cranworth Road
at 1llpm so I thought he had been packed off home. However abt one o clock

he gave ne a light and I was surprised when I crossed the road to see it was

him and the first thing he said,”}lcfe you had the Inspector or Sergeaﬂt“ and

fuonily enough I hadn't so I asked him whatbt had happened ang he seid he was

yamining 'Rookwood' where Ur Lodge lived and he went into the outside Toilet

and fell asleep and he had only just walcened up, Just proves how lucky some
people can he. Then there was the case of P.C. 76 Williams and 19 Xerin who

went lnto the Vine Inpwhen off duty for a drink ang there was an argument over

nded ul in a fight which resulted in a

@

something whilst they were in}and ik

d complained of belng assaulted by the two

B

man. going to the Police Uffice
Officerse. As a result they were both placed on Misconduet Forms ang in defence
they t0ld the Chief Constable that the msen who complained had called Mr.
Weatherhogg some very filthy names 0 which they objected. This was deniled

by the man and both Counstables were finedl believe a week's pay. I was an
Inspector on NWight Duty and during the night visited a number of Constables
which was quite nopmal bubt on visiting the Greasbro' Road Beabt I falled to see
P.C. 68 Horgan: after searching fop him for at least twenty minutes he turned

up and I agked him where he had been whilst I had been looking for him but he
sald 'Working his Beat'. I told him how long I had been looking fop him angd
he wasn't to be found and I told him I dign't believe his story: he suddenly
turned upon me and accused me of not being where I sald I wag or he would have
scen me but he became more imsolent andg I told him I should report him for
leglect of Duty (as he had nothing to report for his absence) ang Insolence.

He had served in the Lavy and thought he was one who co.ld do as he liked and

z0 where he wanted. then he appeared before the Chief Constable he agaln
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becamne Insolent ang was fined a week's pay ang warned as to his fubture conduct.
shortly afterwards I applied for the post of Chief Comstable of Hewark
and was Short Listed for Interview during which one member of the Selection
Committee questioned me about Disciplinary Action any quoted the case against
P.C. Morgan and I told him in reply that had I not reported him as I dig I should
have been looked upon as an Officer mot f£it to hold that position. who had
tolg this tale to him I never got o knmow but I was not chosen for the post.
Newark was looked upom by many COfficers in the Service as a Jumping

Off Post for obtaining a similar post with a larger Force after three years or so

)

when lbr. Bermes who was successful in being appointed moved to Blackpool in g
similar position ang the then vacant post abt Hewark was again re-advertised and
my secomnd application resulted in my being again selected fopr interview. I
helieve I ruined my own chamces ab the interview when I gave a promise that if I
was appointed I would stay at leagt three years with them tut I learmed that some
Hembers on the Selection Board did not approve of this. However I applied for
other posts higher then my own and evemtually I was Short Listed for the post of
Chief Congtable (I believe it was Accrington) but aen Inspector from Worcester who

was wearing Grey Army Socks which I remembered very well was appointed. Many

=

years afterwards He passed me in company with his Wife when I wag on quty in
the centre of Rotherhem but epart from exchenging views he We.'lfed on.. He was
Mre Walters.

Whilst I was still a raw recrult working Beats I was on Night Duty in
¢lifton Lane near the top of Clifton Crescent Korth when I wag visited by Sgt 6
Senior ang after a few words together he booked me an; we both went on our
different ways. I suppose it was only natural that Young Constables should
receive some special attention until the Officers had confidence in them carrying
out their duties and my Beabt then took me dowa CLifton Mount and Terrace into
vellgate, when I had to turn left and =0 up the next street which was Aldred
3treet hack into Clifton Leane. Imagine my surprise when heing about two
thirds of the wsy up I found Sgb Senior walting for me oance again: he mey have

thought with having just been booked I shoulgu't trouble to go up ildred Street



but he wes wromng and _boo}:ecl me a second Time. Cn another occasiom I was workim
property near the bottom of Clifton Lane end thousht I saw the outline of a body
standing under the wall opposite so L commenced to cross the road to ilnvestigate
whem 8gt 4 J. Holmes stepped out of the darkness: he had been spying on e to
see if I was working my Beabt properly in visiting the property and after =2 he
went on his way, sabtisfied that I could be trusted.

When I was a Schoolboy I attenged Talbot Lane School and unlike the
nuge spaces they now have at schoéls with foothall snd cricket pitches as well
as Hockey and Tennis Gourt.s, we only had a very small playground of Asphalt
not much larger tham an ordinary household room but each Lﬁnch Time we always
had a gane of football in the street adjoining where there wergm houses or
property, without any query. One day however an Officer in Plian Clothes
appeared ou the scene, captured as many as he could playing football znd they
kindly gave him several nsmes of others who were playing but disappeared but

he walted until shortly hefore the Afternoon Session at School commenced and

then picked up the survivors, of which I was one. Later my parents recelved
a letter from the Chief Consteble regarding the matter and one of my parents

ot

had to accompany me to the Bolice Station on a specified day and time to be

severely reprimanded for bresking the Law. When I joined the Force I found
the Officer to be Sgb 10 Holmes emnd although I never referred to the isgue I
smiled and oftem wondered if he ever thought I was one of his culprits.

One Officer who enjoyed playing Tricks was Francis Shore who later
was promoted to Det. Sgb and as 1t was the custom that only the longest servibg
Of ficer should work the Shopping Bealbs in the Centre of the Town, normally they
would only u their lamps the first time round as they knew very well virtere
the handles and locks were situate and it wag not desirable t0 be shewling your
lamps too freguently in case some undesirables were wabching you for thelr chanece
t0 break inm. 30 Shore &t giffering times after the first round would stand

right abt the back end of the entrance and when the Constable reached to try

[

handle he would put out his hand and sheke hands with the Officer and gquickly
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retreat whilst the Consthble was getting his breath back. Another time he would

go into the grounds of Craaworth House at the top of Cranworth Road where the

da
Constable made his odd hour'sg point stanfing under a six foot wall vhich was level

with the grounds of the house.  In this case he would weit until the Policeman
wag standing by the wall and then lean over ang 1ift his helmet off his head fo do
another quick retreat to safety. Then vhen new Recrults were coming through the
Churchyard to the 3tavion for thelr supper some of the 0ld Timers would weait for
them and have a broken piece of glass in their hands and a short time &after they
would throw this glass up ageinst a wall and the Recruit imegined it was a Break
In =nd dashed about shining his light to see where it was. The 0ld Timer would
then come to lipght to see why the Constable's Light was shining around and after

a short time he would tell the Recruit he would try and find it and he had detter
o and get his supper.

I deelt with most classes ofCrime and Petty Offences but one morning
about 6.20am I was surprised to see the door open end Doctor xric Coldrey walk in
and efter Greetinmg Him asked 1f something was wrong ang he sald he wanted an Office
t0 g0 with him to a house in Ramsden Road which he had just left as there was a
woman there whose head had almost been severed irom her body whilst in bed and I
put on my cap and went with him, telling the Operator to signal for some Officer
to come to the Stabtion as I had heen called out. When I got to the house 1t
was as the Doctor sald: the women was dead in bed with her head almost severed
with a carving knife which I took possession of and then went downstalbs to inter-
view her daughter who had cut her Hother's Throat as she lay aslecp in bed. I
sent for the ambulance end had the body baken away, then arrested the danghter and
as she was in need of liedical Care took her with a Police Lscort o dlma Road
Hospital, leaving the Constable looking after her. When C.I.D. Officials came
I told them what had happened amd the ections I had taken and I then learned that
i:he Denghter was due to appear at Court that morning to answer a summons for

Embezzling Money from her Employe®s and as she was afrald of letting her Hother

know she had cut her thpoat. She was sentenced to a term of Imprijonment at Leeds

Assizes tut was released after only scrving a short sentence.



(15).

In 1932 ir. Weatherhozg retired on pension after serving 45 years in
he vor ot b0 14 L e _ . . wes Jakew over
¢ Force eand went to live at Blackpool: his positiom unforpunatel y; by Mr. R.

Heall from Sheffield where he had served under different Chief's, including
Col, Hall Delwood ang Captain sillitoe. On his first morning he arrived in
the Charge Office just before five minutes t0 nine ang wanted to know where
the keys of his Office were. I told him Inspector MMyers, the then Chief

Clerk, had them ang he asked where he was and I told him he would here within

a few minutes and he sald "Tell him I am walting for them" and wallkked out of

s

the ofiice. After afew weeks he toly me that at the next meeting of the
jatch Committee he would be recommending me for the reank of Inspector after
i¥r. Weatherhogg's reference and he gid so. I carried on as Patrol Inspector
until Inspector iiyers resigned when I took up his position as Chief Clerk.

One of the first things ilr. Hall did was to take possession of both
the Morning ang BEvening Papers which he took home with him although they were
paid for by the Police Authority. Then he noticed the Patrol Inspectors
carried Black Zbony Sticks but ag they were not carried by Sheffield Inspectors
that must be discontinued. Hext he found that Inspectors and Sergeants were
pald two shillings a month to cover the cost of providing batteries for their
flash lamps or torches used on Night Duties: this was stopped immediately and
Lanps were provided insbead. He then found that Inspector Prouglove who was
the Welghts ang Measures Inspector was being paid Seven shillings ang 3ixpence
for acting as Crier ab Quarter Sessions until his retirement when I was to act
in his place and receive the sane gratuity: this was no longer psyable no matter

. He then found that Congtables and at times

o3

how long the Sessions laste
Sergeants, were paid two shillings and two shillings and sixpence en hour for
attenging Foothall Matches at Millmoor who paid for the services of the Police;
this ‘was stopped at once ang Constables had to leave thelr Beats vacant whilst
attending matches. Similearly Constables engaged privately for Dances ang other
Tunciions were dealt with in a similar way unless there was no one else to cover.

It was a good job that our wages were governed by Law, otherwlse we
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might mever have been paid. When War was declared im 1939 I lived in

Gilbherthorpe Street and immedately I had a telephone affixed near to the bed

p
=

s0 at I could recelve any warnings without delay. I can well remember being
eroused the first night and each time this occurred I had to dress and get

down to the Office as quickly as possible as I held a key for a Top Secret
Document. A similer message went to the Chief Constable énd a car sent to his .
house and if he passed me on the way om the odd occasiom I got a 1ift for the

rest of the Jjourney. From them on I was working Sixteen or Eighteen hours

a day ang bthen later on we formed a Team to be om Countrol Duty from lOpm

until 8am when we went round to the Town Hell for Breskfast and back to the

Office for the day's work. This eventually took hold of me and in Angust

N g0
of 1942 the Chief sald to me, "Come along Mr. Higgitt and we' lifor something
tog eat” and to my ubtter consternation I couldn't speak a word and T was like
that for three months.

The Police Surgeon sent me to see a Specialist ab Sheffield amd my
Femily Doctor sent me to another 3pecialist ab Sheffield but neither could
find enything organically wrong. I algo saw Specialists ab Harrogate,

Leeds, London,Hull &nd Beverley but with The seme results and I had to ask my
éhief to allow me to retire as Chief Clerk amg tramsfer me to Patrdl Duties
in the hope that might help my volce to return, which in part it duly did

ut only slightly and it has never resumed its normajity and 1s still on the
rough side.

Eventually I reburned to Pabrol Duty but before doing so, Lr Hgll
asked me 1f I woulg like 0 become a Mason but as I had no gesire to do I told
him my views ang then his choice fell upon Inspector Thompson who Jumped ab
the oppertunity and was nominated and accepted. When. Chief Inspector Patfison
retired, Inspector Thompson Took over his rank and the Home Office agreed to
re-anthorise the position of Superintendent which fell om Mr Thompgor and later
he was also appointedﬁ)eputy Chief Constable. S0 after being certified omly

fit for Clerical Duties, he round himself next to the Chief Constable.
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When I gave notice of my imntention to retire, the Chief Constable
sent for me sng said he wobld have to ask the Chairmen of the Watch Committee
if he would agree and in sny casew I shouly have to serve until the end of
Decenmber as Pengions were only payable from the end of the month. I gaid
’fo him "With regpect to you 3ir, I joined this Force on the 19th of December,

o

1919, &nd shall have completed twenty five years approved service on the 18th
of December, 1919, when I shall retire from duty. I have not yet spent a
Christmas with my Wife ang Family for Twenty Pive Years but I intend to do so
this year" He made no comment and I retired as I told him, and D.V. on the
19th dgy of December this year, 1982, I shall be commencing my Thirty Hinth
Year om Pension.

I have overlooked one Disciplinary Matter which councerned P.C. 43

.(-«

Grantham who first shewed me on a Beat but on one particular Beabt on which he

vas working he arranged for a pint of beer to be left on a ledge when he was

ancl.
on Night Duty, but unfortmnabtely for him he was given. away, ended with being

fined a Veek's Pay.

Thig narrative would not be complete if I did not once more mention

N
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Cihnstable 52 Trollope who,was sald locked a man up for heing Drunk and Disorderly
in the street and after being placed in a cell continued to kick the cell door
wtil in the end a Sergeant took Trollope with him into the cell to take off

the prisoner's boots when it was alleged that he struck the man's toes with

his own hoots to quieten him down. Before going into Court. the following
morning, the Sergeent said the prisoner was going to complain to the Court

that he had heen hit over the toes with his own boots, but this wus denied and

1 L7

he Constable said 1f he hedn't any more sense than to kick the cell aoor without

o+

any sioes on his toes would be sore.
In 1920 it was decided that all Police Officers must pass evamina-
tions hefore being eligible for promotiom t0 elther Sergeant or Inspector, and

s v’l

at Rotherhsam the Wabtch Committee agreed that a Scpolteacher by the name of

ir. Shackcloth, should be engaged om two evenings each wesek to give the

byt
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necessary lessons for this purpose, and those who were unmable
one night could be present on the eltermate might. ~ I was in the

1 d

Chearge Office when the C.ficers trooped into the Courthouse one evening

for their lessons and shortly afterwards P.C. Trollope went into the
Jourthouse to join others. Afber half ap hour he was passing through
the Charge Office and 1 asked him if the Class was over and he said

e 1

"It!'s no use asking me where the Hiagara Falls or the Rock of Gibralter
are, L know where the Charge Office i1s and that's good enough for me'.
ind Albert stroked his mousbache as he always gid when speaking

t0 apyone happily on hig way home. He was a most efficignt Officer

ang he seemed able to pick up information where other Officers had falled.

L Tbte ool
///c;i, ééz///



